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SUBJ: COMMENT ON TALKS WITH SCOTT AND HAWKINS 
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1 . DEPARTMENT WILL NOTE SLIGHT BUT INTERESTING VARIATION 
BETWEEN REFTELS REPORTING SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS HELD 
ALMOST SIMCLTANEOUSLY WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR SCOTT AND 
RHODESIAN REPRESENTATIVE HAWKINS. SINCE BOTH SOURCES READ 
FROM OR SHOWED US THEIR OWN REPORTING, WE DO NOT THINK 
VARIATIONS WERE FOR OUR BENEFIT, BUT RATHER REVEAL SOMEWHAT 
DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS OF WHAT VORSTER TOLD HAWKINS. 

2. H AWKIN S QAPPARENTL Y DID NOT TELL SCOTT THAT IDEA FOR SMITH 
MEETING RICHARD TWICH CAME IN FACT FROM VORSTER. EDMONDSON 
DOUBLE-CHECKED THIS POINT WITH SCOTT WHO CONFIRMED HIS 
IMPRSSION THAT IDEA "CAME ENTIRELY FROM UP NORTH AND NOT 
FROM THE EOCAL MAN." SCOTT REGARDED THIS AS POSSIBILY 
ENCOURAGING SIGN OF SMITH'S ATTITUDE. 

3. ALTHOUGH HAWKINS WOULD HARDLY HAVE DESCRIBED HIS SESSIONS 
AS AN "EAR BASHING," WHAT IS SIGNIFICANT IS THAT VORSTER 
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SHOWED A VERY STRONG INTEREST IN SEEING THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS 
WERE CONTINUED. HIS SUGGESTION THAT SMITH NEGOTIATE FOR 
AS MUCH AS HE CAN GET AND THAT HE SEE RICHARD A SECOND TIME 
THIS ROUND MUST BE SEEN IN THIS LIGHT. 

RM VORSTER'S CHARACTERIZATION OF THE BRITISH PLAN AS 
NOTHING NEW IS UNSURPRISING AS HE HAS HAD ALL THE DETAILS 
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BEFORE. 

HIS APPROACH WAS OBVIOUSLY ONE OF SUPPORTING THE 
IDEA OF KEEPING THE PROCESS OF TALKING OPEN WITHOUT 
ENDORSING ANY PARTICULAR SOLUTION. 

5. VORSTER'S HANDLING OF RICHARD AND HAWKINS SUPPORTS 
THE CONCLUSION THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE A SOLUTION IN 
RHODESIA, PREFERABLY ON TERMS FAVORABLE TO THE WHITES, IN 
ORDER TO AVOID CATASTROPHIC DEVELOPMENTS THERE THAT WOULD 
INEVITABLY INVOLVE SOUTH AFRICA. AT THE SAME TIME HE DOES 
NOT WANT TO SEE THE SOLUTIJN BROUGHT ABOUT TN A WAY THAT 
COULD CAUSE ACCUSATIONS OF A SELLOUT IN SOUTH AFRICA'S 
DOMESTIC POLITICS. THUS HE WILL SEEK TO KEEP NEGOTIATIONS 
OPEN AND WILL PROBABLY TRY TO EDGE SMITH TOWARD NEGOTIATION 
OF THE BRITISH PROPOSALS, EMPHASIZING CHANGES THAT WOULD 
FAVOR THE WHITES-BUT WILL NOT PUSH SMITH SO HARD AS TO 
CAUSE ANY SORT OF BACKLASH OR PROBLEMS AT HOME. 
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